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PASTORAL PONDERINGS 

I participate in the West Seneca Community of Churches.  
We were putting together the list of churches and speakers 
for the Lenten Journey. I offered our church because we 
haven’t hosted it since 2018 and Council approved it.  Then 
as they were desperate for two more speakers, I 
volunteered to preach at one of those evening services that 
had no one sign up.  I wasn’t told until later that normally if 
you host a service you don’t have to preach too.  I already 
was committed so I will be speaking on March 15, at 14 
Holy Helpers and we will host the first session on March 1. 
At one of the meetings, ideas were thrown around as to 
what our theme for the topic might be.  It was near the 
November voting where it was expressed that the country 
is split in two, literally in politics, almost 50/50 and how can 
we as churches help remind people that Jesus calls us to be 
one.  So the theme ended up being: That We All May Be 
One.  That is pretty close to what the UCC has said for 
years, specifically: “That We May Be One.” We  are called to 
be one with our brothers and sisters in Christ that there are 
no divisions when it comes to faith in Jesus Christ and 
especially not around his death and resurrection.  We will 
be singing one of the hymns at every church, “Lift High the 
Cross” and celebrating the journey.  The themes include: “A 
Life in Hope”,  “A Path to Follow”, “A Life of Prayer”, “A 
Path to Forgiveness” and “That We All May Be One.”  These 
services are one of the few things that the Community of 
Churches does together, so we anticipate there will be good 
attendance for this.  Every church I have served has done 
something different during the Lenten season but it is 
always a good time for getting to know each other better.  
There will be a time for light refreshments following the 
service at all the churches.  I hope you will join us at least 
for one of the services.  If I am being honest, I hope you 
make it to the one I am preaching at on March 15, so I am 
not preaching to a huge sanctuary that is empty. 

Please note that Easter is on April 9.  We were snowed out 
at Christmas, so I encourage you to come and bring friends 
and family so we can really celebrate this joyous occasion 
together. This is the day to celebrate the greatest gift that 
God can give us-the Son of God rises from the dead to claim 
eternal life for all believers.  As usual there will be a light 
breakfast that morning at 8:30 a.m., so the musicians will 
have time to eat and rehearse. Join us for this as well as the 
worship experience.  Christ has risen!  He has risen indeed!  

Thanks be to God.    
Pastor Paula 

  

 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

There is a small group that 
continues to gather at 
Denny’s in Orchard Park, 
for sharing in our faith, 
food, and fun every other 
Thursday.   

Pastor Paula announces each Sunday before that 
gathering that we are meeting and can be contacted if 
you have questions about which week.  

Please know that anyone is invited and that there is 
always good conversation, sharing, and laughter. We 
order off the menu and everyone pays for their own 
items. 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

We will continue to have 
Fellowship Hour once a month 
after worship service; on the 
third Sunday of each month.  
Coffee, tea, and hot chocolate 
will be served  during winter months while iced tea, 
lemonade, and cold drinks will be served during the 
warmer months.   

All are welcome and we hope you will join us! 

 Mar. ~ Apr. 2023 

St. Peter’s Council 2023 

President/Deacon           Marina Heppner 

Vice President/Elder       Sandy Fiegl 

Treasurer/Deacon            Donna Albert 

Financial Secretary/Elder      Sue Beier 

Secretary/Deacon         Christel Kasprzak  

Elder           Karen Buranich 

Elder           Paul Gannon 

Deacon          Linda Richards 

  Trustee          Brian Welsh 
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ENCIRCLING IN OUR PRAYERS… 
FOR GOD’S HEALING 
Renae Johnson; Marge Applebach; Barb Rodgers; Esther 
Woltz; John Sworen; Chuck and Irene Brooks; Milton 
Keim; family of Al Plant; Prayers for those lost, injured 
and traumatized by the mass shootings across the U.S.; 
Continued prayers for the people of Ukraine. 

FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 
For those in the hospital and with medical problems 
known only to God and their loved ones. 
For all victims of violence. 
For all Gold Star parents – those who have lost sons or 
daughters in the military—may God be with them and 
comfort them in their time of loss. 

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY: 

Earle C. Heusinger III          Army 

Justin Hurlburt          Army National Guard 

Jacob Kruwel          Army 

Kristin McDermott          Navy 

Caleb Tolley          Air Force 

Holly Tolley          Air Force 

Jack Welsh          Marine Corps 

         And for all firefighters, EMTs, law enforcement 
                                 & border officers. 

A SIMPLE WAY TO HELP! 
Over the past year, there have been many people 
donating money to help others in need to purchase 
groceries. The Mission Committee has distributed these 
donations to families in need throughout our church and 
community using Tops Gift Cards. You may continue to 
donate gift cards for this purpose by simply listing ‘Tops 
Cards’ on your donation envelope. We appreciate the 
money provided to help those with food insecurities 
purchase the basic necessities. Our Office Secretary will 
coordinate with the Mission Committee, Financial 
Secretary, and Treasurer to monitor the donations and 
card purchases. 

You will still be able to purchase Tops gift cards to hand 
out to family and friends by going to the Church Office 
after service to make your purchase. For every $500 in 
cards purchased, we receive $25 to increase the amount 
we distribute! 

Thank you for your support of this fundraising project.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  *Please call ahead.  
The church office hours are Tuesday – Friday from 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm.  The office is closed on Mondays. 

PASTOR OFFICE HOURS:  *Please call ahead. 

Rev. Paula will be in the office on Tuesdays from 10:00 
am – 12:30 pm and Thursdays from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm. 

PASTORAL CARE 
Rev. Paula Gustafson is available to provide pastoral care 
for members of St. Peter’s congregation. Rev. Paula can 
be reached by phone at 716-476-9261 or by email at 
pastorpaula2021@gmail.com.  

 

NEW 
MEMBERS 

1/29/2023 

Judy Gray &  

Nancy Jentsch 

 

 

 
 

 

    St. Peter’s UCC…. 
                   Faith, Fellowship and Service 

           Faith in Christ,  

                           Welcoming Fellowship 

                                                         and Loving Service 
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MISSION  MUSINGS 
Submitted by  
Kathy Reandeau 

 

Sharing Christ’s love and peace with all! 

Happy Hopeful Spring! We finally had a few days of sun, 
and it just feels like that makes everything feel better. 
Here is hoping that we get through the rest of winter 
without too much strain, and move on to a joyous spring 
and Easter season. For Easter, we will be putting 
together donations of dinner items, with a collection 
date of Sunday, April 2. Please consider donating hams, 
fresh vegetables, sweet potatoes, and anything else that 
goes into a traditional Easter dinner. Tops cards would 
also be great, and are available in the church office after 
worship service on Sundays. I do not have a list yet, and I 
will contact Plymouth Crossroads to see what their needs 
are, but please let me know of anyone you think could 
use a little help this Easter season. 

Omission: I get a lot of help, and sometimes don’t realize 
everyone who works behind the scenes to make our 
projects happen. I just found out that Dave Elersic helped 
set up our giving tree for Christmas in the vestibule. 
Great job - thank you Dave! 

SIERRA LEONE/JERICHO ROAD GLOBAL OUTREACH: 
Phebian Abdulai continues to lead the Adama Martha 
Memorial Community Health Center in providing 
drastically needed health services in Sierra Leone. Along 
with medical services, a malnutrition clinic, and 
agricultural, spiritual, economic and educational 
programs, they meet the needs of this population in 
many uplifting ways. Please pray for Jericho Road, and 
pray for wisdom, courage and protection for Phebian. 
Thank you for supporting this life-transforming work by 
donating money through the bi-monthly envelopes and 
gently-used clothing to the clothing shed. Learn more at 
https://www.jrchc.org and visit the global work tab. 

PLYMOUTH CROSSROADS: Plymouth Crossroads is 
thriving in its new residential location on Clinton Street. 
It has been welcomed into the West Seneca community 
and recently received several significant donations: 

• West Seneca Chamber of Commerce included 
Plymouth Crossroads as a recipient from its January 
Community Food Drive, along with: West Seneca 
Community Food Pantry, Ebenezer United Church of 
Christ Food Pantry, Veterans Food Pantry, Orchard 
Park Tabernacle Food Pantry, Lackawanna Food 
Pantry, South Buffalo Food Pantry, South Buffalo 
Community Table, Mary Lou's Little Free Pantry, 
Decades Little Free Food Pantry, Agape United 

Methodist Church Food Pantry and the Rural 
Outreach Center! 

• West Seneca service organizations included Plymouth 
Crossroads as one of three non-profit organizations 
to receive checks for $1500 each! The other worthy 
recipients were Sensational Fun, Inc. and the West 
Seneca Community Food Pantry. The service 
organizations, including the West Seneca Art Society, 
Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, Lions, Rotary and 
Woman's Club, raised the funds during their annual 
Community Holiday Party and wreath, tree and art 
auctions in December. 

• ASR Group's Domino Sugar company made a nice 
donation. 

• Kelly for Kids Foundation provided a grant which will 
allow Plymouth Crossroads to buy bikes for the guys 
to use for transportation to school, work, and other 
activities.  

Visit www.plymouthcrossroads.org for more information. 

CLOTHING SHED: In 2022, we collected over 50,000 
pounds of donated clothing! This was enough to clothe 
over 9000 people all over the world, and raised $2043.25. 
Thank you so much to everyone who donates, and 
especially to Sue Beier and Gloria and Dave Elersic, for 
their dedication to keeping the shed organized. We use 
these funds to support Phebian Abdulai’s work in Sierra 
Leone. The clothing shed collects and redistributes 
gently-used clothing to organizations and people all over 
the world.  

DO NOT put any household items, pillows, electronics, 
toys, or books in the shed! 

FOOD PANTRY: Our food pantry helps address 
emergency food insecurity issues in our church or 
community. Please contact me if you know of anyone in 
need of food. If you have donations please put them in 
the barrel in the glass vestibule during church office 
hours, or contact Kathy Reandeau for a pick-up.  

NY/HELP HONDURAS: The work in Honduras continues. 
Please consider helping the mission in Honduras with a 
gift. Donations gratefully accepted at: NY/HELP, c/o 
Arcade UCC, PO Box 95, Arcade NY 14009. Make checks 
payable to NY/HELP. 

 

https://www.jrchc.org/
http://www.plymouthcrossroads.org/
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March 17 – Game Night 

March 19 – Fellowship Hour 

April 6 – Maundy Thursday 

April 9 – Easter Sunday 

April 21 – Game Night 

May 7 – Spring Concert 

(see following pages for more information) 

 

Since my Kentucky Butter Cake was a hit at the 

January Fellowship Hour, I thought I’d share it with 

you. It does call for a cup each of butter and 

buttermilk. Thank goodness that’s spread out over the 

entire cake and not just one slice. Enjoy! 

    Christel Kasprzak 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ingredients 
3 cups unbleached all-purpose flour 
2 cups white sugar 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1 cup buttermilk 
1 cup butter 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
4 eggs 
3/4 cup white sugar 
1/3 cup butter 
3 tablespoons water 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

Directions 
Step 1 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). Grease 
and flour a 10 inch Bundt pan. 

Step 2 
In a large bowl, mix the flour, 2 cups sugar, salt, baking 
powder and baking soda. Blend in buttermilk, 1 cup of 
butter, 2 teaspoons of vanilla and 4 eggs. Beat for 3 
minutes at medium speed. Pour batter into prepared 
pan. 

Step 3 
Bake in preheated oven for 60 minutes, or until a wooden 
toothpick inserted into center of cake comes out clean. 
Prick holes in the still warm cake. Slowly pour sauce over 
cake. Let cake cool before removing from pan. 

Step 4 
To Make Butter Sauce: In a saucepan combine the 
remaining 3/4 cups sugar, 1/3 cup butter, 2 teaspoons 
vanilla, and the water. Cook over medium heat, until fully 
melted an combined, but do not boil. 

Nutrition Facts 
Per Serving: 508 calories; protein 6.2 g; carbohydrates 71.1g; fat 
22.6g; cholesterol 117mg; sodium 467.4mg. 

GARDEN CAMPAIGN 

The few warmer, sunny days that we had may have 
had us all dreaming of Spring.  As soon as it’s 
appropriate weather for planting, the revitalization 
of our gardens will get underway.  At that time, 
we’ll need a few volunteers to work alongside Bob 
Rodgers who will be here in his “off hours” to clean 
the beds, remove some of the old plants, dig holes, 
and plant new perennials.   

If you’d like to be a part of this crew, please let 
Christel Kasprzak know. 
 

Stay up to date with all of the St. 

Peter’s UCC events by visiting our 

Website or Facebook page.   

Check back often so that you don’t 

miss anything! 

Website:  www.st-petersucc.org 

Facebook:  St. Peter’s United Church of  

                 Christ—West Seneca 
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
     MARCH 7  Rod Tolley 
       14  Adrienne DeAngelis 
       17  Andreas Schneider 
       25  John Sworen 
       Karen Buranich 
       26  Cheryl Cristler 
       30  Julie Rejewski 

 APRIL 3  Noreen Fruchtel 
  11  Elaine Maderer 
  14  Jeanette Miller 
  19  Gerard Kawczynski 
    Paul Gannon 
  22  Donna Albert 
     

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
   MARCH       none 

 APRIL 7 Charlie & Janet Hunt 
  21 Raymond & Dolly Hollis 
  26  Ron & Jeanette Miller  
 

 
Join us every Sunday at 10:00 am  

for in-person worship service.   
All are welcome.  

 

 

GAME NIGHT 
Looking for something fun to do 
on a Friday night?  Once a month 
we get together to share a night 

of friendly fun and games.  Grab your family and friends, 
then come join us for GAME NIGHT!  The fun begins at 
7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

All are welcome! 
Bring your favorite games and snacks to share. 

March 17   |   April 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


