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PASTORAL PONDERINGS

YOU ARE INVITED!

October 16 was a great Sunday at St. Peter’s. The sun
was shining through the stain glass windows. Strike the
Rock had two great songs. There was a good number in
attendance. The final hymn was On Eagle’s Wings and
everyone sang like it was their favorite hymn. The
fellowship hour had great preparation, food and
attendance. I only saw two people leave after worship
out the front door. It was a blessed day.

Fun. Food. Faith. is a group
that meets every other
Thursday at the Denny’s on
Southwestern Blvd., next to
Lowe’s in Orchard Park.

St. Peter’s like many other churches took a toll from the
Pandemic. It effected attendance. It effected
volunteerism. It effected giving. Add to that some
deaths from active members and others who chose to
stop coming because we insisted on wearing masks
during COVID, it was good to celebrate worship like we
did on the 16th. Increasing utility bills have affected us.
It is easy to become comfortable in just being and doing
the same old, same old and yet, we need to move
forward and not focus on looking back.
As we face November, we need to vote on a budget.
Difficult decisions have to be made regarding changes in
order to make a budget that is meetable. The Council
has been diligent to find ways to cut expenses and
continue to take seriously their task as leaders here at
St. Peter’s. We will need new Council members for
2023. If ever you have considered this ministry and
commitment to God and the church, please contact
Marina. Please pray about this and for St. Peter’s. Trust
that I am doing this regularly.

We spend about an hour or
so visiting, talking about church, events, etc. Each
individual can enjoy their own food or drink during this
time.
You need to check in with Pastor Paula for the upcoming
meeting dates, especially with Thanksgiving in November,
but know that you will enjoy an hour or so and make new
friends.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
We will continue to have
Fellowship Hour once a month
after worship service; on the
third Sunday of each month.
Coffee, tea, and hot chocolate
will be served during winter months while iced tea,
lemonade, and cold drinks will be served during the
warmer months.
All are welcome and we hope you will join us!

In Christ,
Rev. Paula

There will be NO service
on Sunday, December 25

November 11 – Game Night
November 18 – Mike Randall: A Christmas Carol
December 4 – Cookie Exchange
December 10 – Meat Raffle
December 11 – Christmas Concert
December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Service
(see following pages for more information)
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ENCIRCLING IN OUR PRAYERS…
FOR GOD’S HEALING
Renae Johnson; Marge Applebach; Barb Rodgers; Esther
Woltz; John Sworen; Chuck and Irene Brooks; Milton
Keim; Al Plant; Prayers for those lost, injured and
traumatized by the mass shootings across the U.S.;
Continued prayers for the people of Ukraine.
FOR GOD’S PRESENCE
For those in the hospital and with medical problems
known only to God and their loved ones.
For all victims of violence.
For all Gold Star parents – those who have lost sons or
daughters in the military—may God be with them and
comfort them in their time of loss.

St. Peter’s Council 2022
President/Deacon
Vice President/Elder
Treasurer/Deacon
Financial Secretary/Elder
Secretary/Deacon
Deacon
Elders

Marina Heppner
Donna Albert
Linda Richards
Sue Beier
Christel Kasprzak
Dan Richards
Karen Buranich
Sandy Fiegl

Trustee

Brian Welsh

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY:
Earle C. Heusinger III
Justin Hurlburt
Jacob Kruwel
Kristin McDermott

Army National Guard
Army

The church office hours are Tuesday – Friday from 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. The office is closed on Mondays.

PASTOR OFFICE HOURS: *Please call ahead.
Navy

Matt Toense (Kaitlin Landers’ husband)
Caleb Tolley

Air Force

Holly Tolley

Air Force

Jack Welsh

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: *Please call ahead.

Army

Marine Corps

Marine Corps

And for all firefighters, EMTs, law enforcement
& border officers.

Rev. Paula will be in the office on Tuesdays from 10:00
am – 12:30 pm and Thursdays from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm.

PASTORAL CARE
Rev. Paula Gustafson is available to provide pastoral care
for members of St. Peter’s congregation. Rev. Paula can
be reached by phone at 716-476-9261 or by email at
pastorpaula2021@gmail.com.

St. Peter’s UCC….

Faith, Fellowship and Service

A SIMPLE WAY TO HELP!
Over the past year, there have been many people
donating money to help others in need to purchase
groceries. The Mission Committee has distributed these
donations to families in need throughout our church and
community using Tops Gift Cards. You may continue to
donate gift cards for this purpose by simply listing ‘Tops
Cards’ on your donation envelope. We appreciate the
money provided to help those with food insecurities
purchase the basic necessities. Our Office Secretary will
coordinate with the Mission Committee, Financial
Secretary, and Treasurer to monitor the donations and
card purchases.
You will still be able to purchase Tops gift cards to hand
out to family and friends by going to the Church Office
after service to make your purchase. For every $500 in
cards purchased, we receive $25 to increase the amount
we distribute!
Thank you for your support of this fundraising project.

Faith in Christ,
Welcoming Fellowship
and Loving Service

The garden planting which was
scheduled for Saturday, October 8, has
been postponed until the Spring. The
new date will be announced in a future
email once it has been scheduled.
Thank you to everyone who had
already signed up to help with the
planting of the gardens and watering!
We will coordinate with our amazing
volunteers in the Spring.
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MISSION MUSINGS
Submitted by
Kathy Reandeau

Sharing Christ’s love and peace with all!
Another holiday season will soon be upon us, which
means that Thanksgiving and Christmas are not far away
again. I am getting information from Plymouth
Crossroads, and putting together my list of families for
these holidays, but please contact me if you know of
anyone else who need support. The Thanksgiving
collection will be due on November 20, and the
Christmas one will be on December 18. Further
information on exact needs will be coming soon, but
please keep in mind that Tops cards are always available
in the church office and after worship service. They can
be used for mission donations, your own shopping, or for
gifts. A portion of the proceeds goes to St. Peter’s.

SIERRA LEONE/JERICHO ROAD GLOBAL OUTREACH:
We were thrilled to greet Phebian Abdulai in church this
month. Please take some time to talk to her about her
medical mission in Sierra Leone when she attends.
She continues to lead the Adama Martha Memorial
Community Health Center in in providing drastically
needed health services. Along with medical services, a
malnutrition clinic, and agricultural, spiritual, economic
and educational programs, they meet the needs of this
population in many uplifting ways. Please pray for
Jericho Road, and pray for wisdom, courage and
protection for Phebian. There were over 20,000 patient
visits in 2021 at the clinic, 79 deliveries, almost 200
surgeries, and an average of 30 visits per month to the
malnutrition clinic.
Thank you for supporting this life-transforming work by
donating money through the bi-monthly envelopes and
gently-used clothing to the clothing shed. Learn more at
https://www.jrchc.org and visit the global work tab.

PLYMOUTH CROSSROADS: It was a great pleasure to
visit the Open House for the new residential location for
Plymouth Crossroads, where they will continue providing
desperately needed services for WNY’s homeless youth
as well as their alumni. They have already welcomed
older boys into the West Seneca facility, and are securing
the necessary permits to bring in the 16- and 17-yearolds who greatly benefit from their services. Plan to
attend their comedy night at Helium Comedy Club on
November 6.

Visit www.plymouthcrossroads.org for more information.

CLOTHING SHED: The clothing shed collects and
redistributes gently-used clothing to organizations and
people all over the world. DO NOT put any household
items, electronics, toy or books in the shed!

FOOD PANTRY: St. Peter’s maintains a food pantry to
help address emergency food insecurity issues in our
church or community. Please contact me if you know of
anyone in need of food. If you have donations please put
them in the barrel in the glass vestibule during church
office hours, or contact Kathy Reandeau for a pick-up.
Thank you to Mary Jo Giufre for extremely generous
donations of fresh vegetables.

NY/HELP HONDURAS: The work in Honduras continues.
They began creating a new middle school and satellite
clinic in Mescales in 2020, but the needs of the
community have surpassed a one-room clinic, so new
plans now call for three rooms. With this space, people
will have access to routine medical care close to where
they live. Walking to La Laguna, for either medical care or
school, takes about 2½ hours and is sometimes unsafe.
The cost of this new clinic is expected to be around
$9000. Unfortunately, donations have dropped off
considerably since COVID and they don’t have enough
funds to help create this important new space! Please
consider helping our mission in Honduras with a gift.
Donations gratefully accepted at: NY/HELP, c/o Arcade
UCC, PO Box 95, Arcade NY 14009. Make checks payable
to NY/HELP.

MISSION COMMITTEE: Donations for mission work can
be made to specific projects or through “Benevolence”
contributions in your weekly envelope.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18
7:00 pm
St. Peter's UCC is excited to kick off
the holiday season with “Charles Dickens Presents: A
Christmas Carol,” a solo performance starring Mike
Randall. The event will be held on Friday, November 18,
2022. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. with the performance
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Refreshments will be available
during intermission. Wine and beer will also be available
for purchase.
The beloved local meteorologist, reporter and performer
will transform into Charles Dickens for his one-man
performance of this festive, heartwarming novel. He is
dressed in period costume, complete with voices and
mannerisms of all the story characters. All are invited to
go back in time and hear the classic story of Ebenezer
Scrooge and be filled with the Spirit of the Season.
Tickets are $15 presale or $20 at the door. Tickets may
be obtained by calling the church office at 716-674-1233.

CHRISTMAS COOKIE
EXCHANGE
December 4, 11:30 am
The Reindeer cannot wait for a plate of cookies to share
with Santa! So, to help them out, St. Peter's will host a
Christmas Cookie Exchange on Sunday, December 4 after
church.
To participate, please bring 4 dozen of your favorite
HOMEMADE Christmas cookies, brownies or candy for
exchange. Each participant will take home 4 dozen
cookies. (bring your own containers)
A sign-up sheet will be circulated in church over the next
few weeks. Participants must sign up by November 20.
Any questions, please contact
Renae Johnson or Gloria Elersic.

November-December 2022
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
NOVEMBER

5
10
14
17
18
20
26

Jerry Morrison
Emma Heppner
Pam Rost
Jeffrey Mikula
Harriet Schneider
Paul Dimmig
Susan Mikula

DECEMBER

3
12
16
18
23
28

Henry Heppner
Kathy Roehling-Taylor
Debra Walker
Judy Pahnos
Courtney Hiam
Mary Jane Krantz

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
NOVEMBER

20
28

Braima & Phebian Abdulai
Carl Paul & Deborah Dimmig

DECEMBER

30

Dave & Gloria Elersic

GAME NIGHT
Looking for something fun to do on a Friday night? Once
a month we get together to share a night of friendly fun
and games. Grab your family and friends, then come join
us for GAME NIGHT! The fun begins at 7:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!
Bring your favorite games and snacks to share.
November 11
December 16

Join us every Sunday at 10:00 am
for in-person worship service.
All are welcome.

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 pm on Saturday,
December 24. This service will be filled with the musical
sounds of the season and a candle lighting service.
Please plan on joining us on Christmas Eve.

There will be NO service
on Sunday, December 25

We need volunteers to help us run a successful
Meat Raffle on December 10. We need runners,
ticket sellers, kitchen help, check-in, counters, setup and clean-up help.
Please contact Dan Richards if you would like to
help. Thank you!!
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FOOD & WINE
PAIRING
10/2/22

Stay up to date with all of the St.
Peter’s UCC events by visiting our
Website or Facebook page.
Check back often so that you don’t
miss anything!
Website: www.st-petersucc.org
Facebook: St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ—West Seneca

