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PASTORAL PONDERINGS
I had ordered a face mask that was to say: “St. Peter’s
United Church of Christ.” It was purple with white print.
I wore it a number of times to worship and after finding
it in a pocket of one of my nice dressy jackets (on Easter
morning). One of our members had asked at one point
how expensive they were and would it be possible for
all the members who worship to get one. We are now,
not needing masks. I looked down on my desk on
Easter and left it there.
When I was in today, I noticed it and it said: “St. Peter’s
United Church of Crist.” No one that saw me with it on
or had not mentioned that they saw the spelling. I
hadn’t either. If I had I would have sent a request for it
to be changed. Knowing my technical computer issues, I
could have sent it wrong.
I will confess that I too make mistakes and am willing to
acknowledge I will admit that I am farthest away from
perfect. It may be with the computer, with reading the
newspaper obituaries, inviting friends over to the house
or remembering to get gas. I am thankful that God is a
forgiving God.
Part of what we do every Sunday at worship is a call to
confession, prayer of confession and an assurance of
pardon. We are all able to confess what we have done
or not done and trust that in all our mistakes-known or
otherwise, God is good to us. I know a colleague who
believes that we don’t need to pray a prayer of
confession. At least while we do ministry together, we
and I, will confess humbly and invite you to do the same
in knowing God’s love and grace.
In Christ,
Rev. Paula
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We are happy to announce
the return of Fellowship
Hour after one worship
service per month, the
second Sunday of each
month. Coffee, tea, and
hot chocolate will be
served during winter months; iced tea, lemonade, and
cold drinks during warm months. All are welcome.
May 15 (3rd Sunday)
June 12
July 10
We hope you will join us!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: *Please call ahead.
The church office hours are Tuesday – Friday from 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. The office is closed on Mondays.

PASTOR OFFICE HOURS: *Please call ahead.
Rev. Paula will be in the office on Tuesdays from 10:00
am – 12:30 pm and Thursdays from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm.

PASTORAL CARE
Rev. Paula Gustafson is available to provide pastoral
care for members of St. Peter’s congregation. Rev. Paula
can be reached by phone at 716-476-9261 or by email
at pastorpaula2021@gmail.com.
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ENCIRCLING IN OUR PRAYERS…
FOR GOD’S HEALING
Renae Johnson; Kay Wiese; Marge Applebach; Barb
Rodgers; Esther Woltz; John Sworen; Pat Honsberger;
Chuck and Irene Brooks.
FOR GOD’S PRESENCE
For those in the hospital and with medical problems
known only to God and their loved ones.
For all victims of violence.
For all Gold Star parents – those who have lost sons or
daughters in the military—may God be with them and
comfort them in their time of loss.
FOR THOSE IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY:
Earle C. Heusinger III
Justin Hurlburt
Jacob Kruwel
Kristin McDermott

Army
Army National Guard
Army
Navy

Matt Toense (Kaitlin Landers’ husband)
Caleb Tolley
Jack Welsh

Marine Corps

Air Force
Marine Corps

And for all firefighters, EMTs, law enforcement
& border officers.
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Faith, Fellowship and Service

A SIMPLE WAY TO HELP!
Over the past year, there have been many people
donating money to help others in need to purchase
groceries. The Mission Committee has distributed these
donations to families in need throughout our church and
community using Tops Gift Cards. You may continue to
donate gift cards for this purpose by simply listing ‘Tops
Cards’ on your donation envelope. We appreciate the
money provided to help those with food insecurities
purchase the basic necessities. Our Office Secretary will
coordinate with the Mission Committee, Financial
Secretary, and Treasurer to monitor the donations and
card purchases.
You will still be able to purchase Tops gift cards to hand
out to family and friends by going to the Church Office
after service to make your purchase. For every $500 in
cards purchased, we receive $25 to increase the amount
we distribute!
Thank you for your support of this fundraising project.

Faith in Christ,
Welcoming Fellowship
and Loving Service
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MISSION MUSINGS
Submitted by
Kathy Reandeau

Sharing Christ’s love and peace with all!
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life, and relies on a great army of specialized volunteers
to help our youths become contributing and productive
members of society. Here one of our boys learns how to
file his taxes, thanks to the help of volunteers (Kati and
John).

THANK YOU!!! Thank you so much to everyone who
made Easter possible for so many in our church family
and local community. With your whole-hearted support,
we were able to supply food, Tops cards, and Easter
goodies to about 40 people, including one last minute
request from a single mom with three children who
needed some help. When I put out a Holy Week call for
baked goods for Plymouth Crossroads, I also received an
immediate response of abundant goodies. I am happy to
talk to and see many happy faces from our congregation
during this time.
Please keep in mind that Tops cards are always available
in the church office and after worship service. They can
be used for mission donations, your own shopping, or for
gifts. A portion of the proceeds goes to St. Peter’s.

UKRAINE: With a portion coming from Mission funds,
and the rest from donations, we were able to send $327
to the pastor at St. Gabriel’s to support Poland in its
efforts to help Ukrainian refugees.

SIERRA LEONE/JERICHO ROAD GLOBAL OUTREACH:
Phebian Abdulai continues to perform astonishing acts of
healing through her medical mission in Sierra Leone. She
proudly represents America, St. Peter’s and Jericho Road
as she provides vital medical services to so many in need.
She now oversees three clinics in Sierra Leone which
provide basic care, minor surgeries and labor and
delivery services to people from villages that often have
no other access to medical help. Some people even come
from other countries to visit these clinics.
Thank you for supporting this life-transforming work by
donating money through the bi-monthly envelopes and
gently-used clothing to the clothing shed. Learn more at
https://www.jrchc.org and visit the global work tab.

PLYMOUTH

CROSSROADS: Plymouth Crossroads

provides services to alumni and homeless youth in WNY
from a satellite office inside Ebenezer UCC. Staff
members, together with the United Church Home Board,
are working towards opening back up for residential
services again. I help create Facebook posts, and have
the privilege of learning some of their stories. Here is
one of them:
It's Tax Time!! Filing your taxes is an important life skill,
but where would you turn if you had nobody to help?
Plymouth Crossroads offers support in many key areas of

You can help Plymouth Crossroads provide needed
services to current and former runaway and homeless
youths. Please keep these forgotten young people in your
prayers, and help fight to keep them safe. Visit
www.plymouthcrossroads.org for more information.
Upcoming Plymouth Crossroads events include a Chicken
BBQ on Thursday, June 30 from 3-6 pm at Ebenezer UCC
and the 10th Annual Tee Off for Teens Golf Tournament at
Diamond Hawk Golf Course on Monday, August 15. Early
Bird pricing for the golf tournament is available until June
15.

CLOTHING SHED: The clothing shed collects and
redistributes gently-used clothing to organizations and
people all over the world. Thank you to Sue Beier and
Gloria Elersic for help in keeping that organized, and to
those who willingly jump in when there has been
damage. DO NOT put any household items, electronics,
toy or books in the shed!

FOOD PANTRY: St. Peter’s maintains a food pantry to
help address emergency food insecurity issues in our
church or community. We also draw from this for any
additional holiday needs, and are a bit low due to items
distributed during Easter. Please contact me if you know
of anyone in need of
food. If you have
donations please put
them in the barrel in
the glass vestibule
during church office
hours, or contact
Kathy Reandeau to
make arrangements
for a pick-up.
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
MAY

15
17
19
23
26
27
30

Dennis Fiegl
Christopher Gaul
Kenny Hiam
Marybeth (Dolly) Hollis
Charlie Hunt
Brian Welsh
Mike Rejewski

JUNE

3
5
8
12

Robert Rodgers
Cheryl Owczarzak
Lori Cheatom
Daniel Mikula
Rev. Paula Gustafson
Patty Hastreiter
Carol Kaczynski
Ken Kaczynski

16
17
21

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
MAY

1
5

JUNE

5
27
29

Brian & Diane Welsh
Robert & Paula Rodgers
Milton & Elenore Keim
Lori & Lorenzo Cheatom
Ed & Marge Thomson
Dennis & Sandy Fiegl
Jeff & Susan Mikula

MAY 8, 2022

Join us every Sunday at 10:00 am for our
Virtual Worship service streamed live
on our Facebook page:
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ-West Seneca

May-June 2022
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Our New
Stove!

JUNE 19, 2022

Stay up to date with all of the St.
Peter’s UCC events by visiting our
Website or Facebook page.
Check back often so that you don’t
miss anything!
Website: www.st-petersucc.org
Facebook: St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ—West Seneca

This hand carving of Noah’s Ark was done by
Charlie Hunt, a master wood carver and long-time
member of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ.

Easter
display
by
Christel
Kasprzak

St. Peter’s UCC

New Creation News

On Sunday, April 19, we bid Rod & Jerry goodbye with our
best wishes as they start the next chapter in their lives.
They will certainly be missed!
~Sandy Fiegl
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