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PASTORAL PONDERINGS
One of the things that the search committee talked to
me when I came was about the need for church growth.
We continue to see that need especially, since the
Covid-19 pandemic. The summer months are always
light, when it comes to attendance. We have put the
welcoming folders, bibles, and pencils back in the pews.
We had removed them because any contact with the
possibility of people spreading the Covid virus, was
something we were preventing. The elders have
returned all of these back to the pews. I raise this
because these are often what we want visitors to look
at and take with them because it might be helpful in
them returning to worship a second time.
A “Church Growth” technique is to have as many people
sitting together as possible, so it looks like there is a full
church. It is not to deceive visitors, as someone told me
one Sunday after worship. It is to allow them to feel like
this is a thriving church. That is most important. I want
people to come back and feel like there is community
here at St. Peter’s. I know there are some who have
resisted this addition to expectations when
worshipping. When we had the Memorial Sunday, I
knew we would have visitors that would help the entire
church to be fuller than usual. If you were there that
amazing Sunday, as Dan Richard lit the candles and
Kathy Reandeau read the names and then put the
candles out gently, you could sit wherever you wanted
to sit. Sitting together is good for community, for new
visitors and for the singing of hymns on the Facebook
Live recordings. We are averaging 30-40 people on a
typical Sunday service and that is a good number for
sitting together. If we get much beyond that, I will
concede and we will start using both sides of the
sanctuary seating. We still have people in the balcony,
if you really don’t want to sit close to someone.
Remember though, there is a purpose why I am doing
this.
In Christ,
Rev. Paula
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We are happy to announce
the return of Fellowship
Hour after one worship
service per month on the
second Sunday of each
month. Coffee, tea, and
hot chocolate will be
served
during winter
months; iced tea, lemonade, and cold drinks during warm
months. All are welcome.
August 14
September 11
October 9
We hope you will join us!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: *Please call ahead.
The church office hours are Tuesday – Friday from 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. The office is closed on Mondays.

PASTOR OFFICE HOURS: *Please call ahead.
Rev. Paula will be in the office on Tuesdays from 10:00
am – 12:30 pm and Thursdays from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm.

PASTORAL CARE
Rev. Paula Gustafson is available to provide pastoral
care for members of St. Peter’s congregation. Rev. Paula
can be reached by phone at 716-476-9261 or by email
at pastorpaula2021@gmail.com.
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ENCIRCLING IN OUR PRAYERS…

A SIMPLE WAY TO HELP!

FOR GOD’S HEALING
Renae Johnson; Marge Applebach; Barb Rodgers; Esther
Woltz; John Sworen; Chuck and Irene Brooks; family of
Karl Skusa; family of Ray Armeli; Nancy Puckett, friend of
Nancy Jentsch; Milton Keim.

Over the past year, there have been many people
donating money to help others in need to purchase
groceries. The Mission Committee has distributed these
donations to families in need throughout our church and
community using Tops Gift Cards. You may continue to
donate gift cards for this purpose by simply listing ‘Tops
Cards’ on your donation envelope. We appreciate the
money provided to help those with food insecurities
purchase the basic necessities. Our Office Secretary will
coordinate with the Mission Committee, Financial
Secretary, and Treasurer to monitor the donations and
card purchases.

FOR GOD’S PRESENCE
For those in the hospital and with medical problems
known only to God and their loved ones.
For all victims of violence.
For all Gold Star parents – those who have lost sons or
daughters in the military—may God be with them and
comfort them in their time of loss.
FOR THOSE IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY:
Earle C. Heusinger III
Justin Hurlburt
Jacob Kruwel
Kristin McDermott

Army
Army National Guard
Army

Thank you for your support of this fundraising project.
Navy

Matt Toense (Kaitlin Landers’ husband)
Caleb Tolley
Jack Welsh

You will still be able to purchase Tops gift cards to hand
out to family and friends by going to the Church Office
after service to make your purchase. For every $500 in
cards purchased, we receive $25 to increase the amount
we distribute!

Marine Corps

Air Force
Marine Corps

And for all firefighters, EMTs, law enforcement
& border officers.

IN MEMORIUM
It is with great sadness that we
announce the recent passing of four of
our dear friends:
Jean Bacchetti - May 3, 2022. A private service was
held. Please keep Jean's family in your prayers.
Norman Wiese - May 17, 2022. A funeral service was
held on May 23. Interment at St. Matthew's Cemetery.
Please keep Norm’s family in your prayers.
Patricia Honsberger - May 28, 2022. A memorial service
was held at St. Peter's UCC on June 18. Please keep
Patricia's family in your prayers.
Raymond Armeli - June 23, 2022. A funeral service will
be held on July 16 at Lombardo Funeral Home. Please
keep Ray’s family in your prayers.

St. Peter’s UCC….

Faith, Fellowship and Service
Faith in Christ,
Welcoming Fellowship
and Loving Service
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MISSION MUSINGS
Submitted by
Kathy Reandeau

Sharing Christ’s love and peace with all!
Please keep in mind that Tops cards are always available
in the church office and after worship service. They can
be used for mission donations, your own shopping, or for
gifts. A portion of the proceeds goes to St. Peter’s.

SIERRA LEONE/JERICHO ROAD GLOBAL OUTREACH:
Phebian Abdulai continues working through her medical
mission in Sierra Leone. There were over 20,000 patient
visits in 2021 at the Adama Martha Memorial Clinic, 79
deliveries, almost 200 surgeries, and an average of 30
visits per month to the malnutrition clinic.
In Sierra Leone, the average life span for patients with
untreated Sickle Cell Disease is 17 years. The sickle cell
program at Adama Martha Memorial Community Health
Center treats around 120 patients. One patient is 19year-old Hannah. Every month, Hannah hitches a ride on
the back of a motorbike to receive evaluation for
infections, complications, or signs of sickle cell crisis. She
and other patients also receive prophylactic antibiotics,
antimalarial drugs, folic acid, and Vitamin C supplements.
Patients experiencing sickle cell crises can come to the
clinic anytime for immediate support and symptom
management, including inpatient care. Hannah hopes to
attend nursing school so she can care for children and
young adults with sickle cell disease.
Thank you for supporting this life-transforming work by
donating money through the bi-monthly envelopes and
gently-used clothing to the clothing shed. Learn more at
https://www.jrchc.org and visit the global work tab.

PLYMOUTH

CROSSROADS: Plymouth Crossroads
provides services to homeless youth and alumni in WNY.
They are once again working to offer residential services,
have found a new place and are making preparations to
welcome new residents. The kitchen and bathroom are
coming along well, but
the living room is in
need of help! If you
have donations such as
a TV, curtains, couch,
shelves,
artificial
plants, wall décor, etc.,
contact Donell Gibson
at 716-393-3906 or
dgibson@plymouthcrossroads.org, Mon-Thurs. They
hope to have an open house in mid-July. Visit
www.plymouthcrossroads.org for more information.

Plymouth Crossroads
kitchen and
bathroom

Upcoming Plymouth Crossroads events include a Chicken
BBQ on Thursday, June 30 from 3-6 pm at Ebenezer UCC
and the 10th Annual Tee Off for Teens Golf Tournament
at Diamond Hawk Golf Course on Monday, August 15.

CLOTHING SHED: The clothing shed collects and
redistributes gently-used clothing to organizations and
people all over the world. DO NOT put any household
items, electronics, toy or books in the shed!

FOOD PANTRY: St. Peter’s maintains a food pantry to
help address emergency food insecurity issues in our
church or community. Please contact me if you know of
anyone in need of food. If you have donations please put
them in the barrel in the glass vestibule during church
office hours, or contact Kathy Reandeau for a pick-up.

NY/HELP HONDURAS: Things have not been easy for
the project for the last few years due to Dr. Gordon
Comstock’s passing, the pandemic, the more recent
worldwide upheaval resulting in inflation and reduced
philanthropic support. Unable to send medical missions,
NY/HELP has tried hiring local medical providers. A nurse
practitioner is working well, offering two sessions per
month on average. Donations gratefully accepted at:
NY/HELP, c/o Arcade UCC, PO Box 95, Arcade NY 14009.
Make checks payable to NY/HELP.
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
JULY

12
13
14
17
22
23
28

AUGUST

1
7
18
19
22
24
26
27
30

Stephen Kasprzak
Dorothy Probst
Tim Schrader
Jerre Thiel
Kathy Tredo
Ed Thomson
Gloria Elersic
Milton Keim
Margaret Applebach
Karen Homonai
Paula Rodgers
Carol Salvagni
Linda Richards
Rosanna Hiam
Max Heppner
Nancy Jentsch
Christel Kasprzak
Leah DeAngelis
David DeAngelis
Melanie Nowicki
Joseph Hastreiter

Call Lori @ 716-430-6419 for craftor/vendor information

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
JULY

7
20
30

AUGUST

4
Christopher & Ruth Gaul
6
Christopher & Lynn Jentsch
9
Julie & Mike Rejewski
15
Mark & Christel Kasprzak
25 Cheryl Cristler & Gerard Kawczynski

Shawn & Adrienne DeAngelis
Daniel & Linda Richards
Patrick & Christine O’Melia

Join us every Sunday at 10:00 am for our
Virtual Worship service streamed live
on our Facebook page:

July 10 – Church Picnic
After worship service we will celebrate fellowship with a
church picnic. St. Peter’s will supply hot dogs and rolls
and attendees are asked to bring a dish to share.
Contact Sandy Fiegl with any questions.

September 18 – Food & Wine Pairing
4:30 pm at Bravo Restaurant
More details will be announced soon.

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ-West Seneca
Stay up to date with all of the St.
Peter’s UCC events by visiting our
Website or Facebook page.
Check back often so that you don’t
miss anything!
Website: www.st-petersucc.org
Facebook: St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ—West Seneca
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Congratulations to Madeline Hayes who graduated from
Frontier High School and will be attending Niagara
University, majoring in Sports Management.
Congratulations to Jordan Evans who graduated from
West Seneca West High School and will be attending
SUNY Buffalo State College, majoring in Math
Education.

Go confidently in the direction of your dreams
and live the life you imagined.

The West Seneca Chamber of Commerce and Town of
West Seneca are once again teaming up to offer the 16week West Seneca Farmers' Market from 4 to 7 p.m.
Thursdays on the grassy hill at the corner of Union Road
and Main Street!

